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 Attendees Listed a Number of Shared
Factors Needed for Mutually

Beneficial Relationships

Listen
Be present
Show up
Open communication
Meet people where they are

Authenticity
Engage regularly
Flexibility
Form alliances

“...if you have come because your
liberation is bound up with mine, then

let us work together”

Common Responses to the Prompt
“What is Community?”

Greatest Needs/Wants Identified
from Attendees

attendees from community organizations
and the university came together to learn
about community-engaged research (CEnR)
practices, and to identify CEnR priorities for
Penn State and the community.

Community-Engaged Research Workgroup Launch Meeting
May 8, 2025
May 8, 2025

An interactive and collaborative event to discuss emerging trends in community engaged
research (CEnR), participatory action research and community-research partnerships. We will
discuss building and sustaining partnerships, ethics, CEnR design and evaluation, identifying
community priorities and strengthening the fabric of our communities through change.

Your paragraph text

70+

Lilla Watson, Aboriginal Activists Group



listening, patience, humility

acknowledge different values & belief systems

equitable division of funding

collaboration, not competition

let go of the “Savior Complex”be open to change, respectful, safe

LISTEN and be transparent

equitable, collaborative partnerships

boots on the ground in communities

shared power, mutually beneficial co-create enriching partnerships through
shared cultural practices and creativity 

EQUITY

think outside your lived experience

TRANSPARENCY: identify roles & expectations

commit time, energy & resources

How could CEnR be used
as a tool for equity and
social change? 

How do we honor community
expertise from planning,
resourcing to dissemination?

TABLE DISCUSSION PROMPTS AND
THEMES IDENTIFIED INCLUDED:

What are the skills and dispositions that
university stakeholders need to have to
engage with community ethically? 

Please enjoy the graphic recordings on the next page by Terry Laban from Breakthrough Visuals that
summarize major themes that emerged from the panel presentations and discussions. 

 WORLD CAFÉ
After lunch, attendees worked in small
groups for a World Café discussion to
identify priorities for community engaged
research, as well as successes and
challenges for engaging in community-
university partnerships. For more
information and resources on the World
Café method visit theworldcafe.com.




